
 

 

 

 

 

 

EC7 Parent Information 
Classroom Teacher: Miss Rachel Shaddick                                                                                                              
DOTT Teacher: Ms Jess Samuels                                                                                                               
Education Assistant: Mrs Lynden Close  
  

Hello, my name is Rachel Shaddick. This is my first year in Kindy and at O’Connor Primary School. I 

am very excited to be teaching your child for their first year at primary school, I’m sure it will be a busy 

and exciting year.    

Start of the day:  Classroom doors will open at 8:30 every morning. Children will need to bring in their 

lunchboxes, fruit and water bottles. Please allow your children put these where they go in the classroom 

so that they can get used to our morning routine, and develop some independence. In the mornings 

children needs to complete their name writing practice at the tables and then do a puzzle read a book, 

or do the table top activity and you are welcome to stay and help your child with these until about 8:50   

End of day:  End of the Day School finishes at 2:50 pm. Students will need to be collected from the 

classroom by an adult, older siblings are not allowed to collect Kindy students. Communication is very 

important. If someone other than yourself is picking up your child at the end of the day, please make 

sure you inform myself in the morning.   

Lunchboxes:  We encourage your child to bring a healthy lunch to school each day. This will include 

a bottle, with water only, and something to share for morning tea. Your child will need to bring one piece 

of fruit, a vegetable or another healthy snack, such as sultanas or crackers, which will be cut up and 

used for morning tea. Please ensure in the hotter months you pack an ice block in your child’s lunch 

box to ensure their lunch stays cool. During Term One I will be sending home all your child’s rubbish 

so you can see what they are actually eating during lunchtime and alter what you are packing to match 

this.   

Lunch orders:  If you would like to order lunch for your child from the canteen there is a basket in our 

room. There is a menu, paper bags for you to fill out and put your money in. The basket is taken to the 

canteen in the mornings and then collected again at lunchtime.   

Play: In kindy our main teaching tool is play.  Play can be demonstrated in a variety of ways, for example 

children can play in a solitary or cooperative manner. They can be involved in a structured science 

experiment or playing freely without adult support. It can be as subtle as playing structured, formal card 

games. Children learn an enormous amount through play, as they are hands on learners. They get a 

chance to work on their own ideas and experiences as well as learn from other people’s ideas and 

challenges. 

 



Outdoor play:  Children will participate in outdoor play twice a day at Kindy. O’Connor Primary School 

is a Sun Smart school so children will need to wear their hats during outdoor playtime. Our Sun Smart 

hats have arrived at O’Connor Primary School so there is no need to pack your child a hat. These hats 

will remain at school for convenience. Children will also have access to sunscreen in the classroom.   

Nut Aware:  O’Connor Primary School is a nut aware school so please ensure when packing your 

child’s lunch, you are not packing any food products containing nuts.   

Wednesdays: On Wednesdays children will have Ms Jess Samuels as their teacher. Ms Samuels will 

be keeping the classroom routine the same as the other kindy days to keep children in their routine. 

Library:  On Wednesday mornings we will go to library. Children will be allowed to borrow a book as 

long as they have a library bag. Children will keep the book for 2 weeks, until the next Wednesday your 

child attends.   

Birthdays:  Birthdays are special for us all. If you would like to make a cake for us all to share on your 

child’s birthday or as close to it as possible that would be wonderful. Please note that cake will be given 

out at the end of the day to be taken home by children to eat. If your child does not celebrate birthdays, 

please let me know.   

Notes and School Information:  O’Connor is an electronic school. Classroom and school notes can 

be found on the school website under > Noticeboard > Parent Letters. They can also be found on the 

school Facebook page or the Skoolbag app. Please contact the school if you need any help setting up 

the app.   

Parent Communication:  If you would like to make an appointment with me one on one to discuss your 

child, please let me know. In term two, after the children are settled into kindy, I will be putting up a 

parent helper roster. Parents will be invited to come into the classroom from 8:30 until about 10o’clock. 

Parents will be able to help by cutting up the fruit, and doing a table activity with the children.   

I look forward to a wonderful year! 

 

Kind regards,  

Rachel Shaddick 

11th February 2020 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


